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Synopsis

An essential dictionary for children grades 3-5, ages 8-11, this hardcover offers 36,000 entries with
200 new words & senses, many from technology & life sciences. Definitions are enriched with 1,300
quotes from classic and contemporary children’s literature, providing examples of how words are
used in sentances. Includes 900 vibrant, colorful illustrations, photographs, and diagrams. Offers
250 word history paragraphs and 130 synonym paragrahs. Other features include Greek & Latin
word root paragraphs, and student-friendly usge hints in full sentences. Special sections include
geographical names, signs and symbols, a guide for writers and a list of literary works used in the
text. Children’s books from which example sentences are taken include:Alice’s Adventures in
Wonderland--by Lewis CarrollThe Secret Garden--by Frances Hodgson BurnettThe Black
Stallion--by Walter FarleyWhere the Mountain Meets the Moon--by Grace LinMr. Popper’s
Penguins--by Richrd and Floence AtwaterCharlotte’s Web--by E.B. White
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Customer Reviews

Merriam Webster Inc, Springfield, MA

Let me start by saying this is an excellent dictionary. The illustrations are wonderful, the book is
sized just right for 3rd through 5th graders, and the words are defined appropriately. However, when
| ordered this book, | expected it to contain adult words that were defined for children. This

dictionary contains words only that a 3rd through 5th grader would know. For example, "exacerbate"



(to make worse) and "susurration" (a whispering sound) were both not in this dictionary. | bought
this dictionary for my friends third grader because she is reading books that use words such as this.
She does read at a high school reading level, but some of these words were in books like Nancy
Drew, which is not a high school level book. So, if you are getting this dictionary for a child whose
vocabulary is that of a normal 3rd - 5th grader, | would highly recommend this dictionary. If you are
getting a dictionary for a child who reads above their reading level, consider something else. This
dictionary only defines books for a 3rd through 5th grade vocabulary. | still wanted something
illustrated, because even a third grader reading at a high school level likes illustrations, so | went

with the Oxford lllustrated Dictionary.

| had to return the first one. The binding came completely apart even before we used it. The second
one is great. | thought it would be more pictures because it says Elementary. But it has tons of
words and not that many pictures. | was surprised at the word content. Of course, it's not going to
have EVERY word you want to find in there. But | would recommend it you want a good starting

dictionary for your child.

Great dictionary for elementary school-age kiddos! | bought this for my 8 yr old son. He loves that
he can look up words on his own, and | love that he’s not using the computer for a few minutes! The
definitions are simple enough for a young child to understand and there are some pictures to help

keep a young audience interested. I'm very happy with this purchase!

This really is a great dictionary for an 8 year old. Not every word is in the book, but the ones she
really needs are available for look-up. This is used almost daily. The pictures inside are also great -
so it doesn’t seem boring, and they sometimes get attention to a further look into that particular

word.

Great beginner dictionary. | was worried it would be too simplistic for my first grader, but it is perfect
and will suit her needs for several years. | think she will graduate from this one straight into

Webster's Comprehensive Dictionary.

Have this to my daughter as a present for finishing first grade with much success & she loves it! She

reads the dictionary now :)



Okay dictionary. 75% of the time, the word my son is looking up isn’t in the dictionary, so it's a waste
of time to use it. He is only in 4th grade.l would say this is only good for anyone up to 2nd grade.

Pointless.

A lot of the words have definitions that are overly wordy and/or don’t make sense within the context
of what my 3rd grader is referencing. | still gave this dictionary 2 stars because so far, all the words
have been there. Very flimsy. Started to fall apart after a few weeks of use. Disappointed in the lack
of quality.
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